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    Ûɯ  ×ÙÐÓɀÚɯ ÉÖÈÙËɯ ÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯ "ÏÜÊÒɯ

Tannehill suggested that the organi-

zation should have a  Facebook page.   

The board immediately approved the 

suggestion.  Chuck had the page up 

and running later that  evening.  

   To access the page Google 

Ɂ,ÈÕÏÈÛÛÈÕɤ1ÐÓÌàɯ "ÖÜÕÛàɯ /ÙÌÚÌÙÝÈɪ

ÛÐÖÕɯ ÓÓÐÈÕÊÌɯ%ÈÊÌÉÖÖÒȭɂ 

Rehabilitation  

Tax Credits Restored 
    ÛɯÛÏÌɯÌÕËɯÖÍɯÓÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÓÌÎÐÚÓÈÛÐÝÌɯ

session, faced with a massive budget 

deficit, the Kansas legislature limited 

all investment tax credit programs 

and placed a cap on the dollar 

amount of rehabilitation tax credit 

certificates that can be redeemed 

within any one year.  

   The rehabilitation tax credit pro-

gram has provided work for the con-

struction industry when financing 

was unavailable for new construction 

projects.  The tax credits have been 

particularly helpful to the economy 

because preservation projects are 

more labor-intensive than new con-

struction projects.  Uncertainties 

caused by the legislative action put 

preservation projects on hold 

throughout the state. 

   The Kansas Preservation Alliance 

(KPA), the not-for -profit statewide 

preservation advocacy organization, 

quickly raised $18,800 to be used as a 

match for a grant from the State His-

toric Preservation Office (SHPO).  The 

grant was used to retain economic 

Ú×ÌÊÐÈÓÐÚÛÚɯÍÙÖÔɯ1ÜÛÎÌÙÚɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯ

Center for Urban Policy Research to 

document the effect that the rehabili-

tation tax credit program has had to 

date. 

   Favorable results of the study 

helped to support the legislative lob-

bying effort which led to recent legis-

lative action.  Governor Mark Parkin-

son signed Senate Bill 430 which re-

moved the cap and returned the tax 

credit program to its original status.  

State Preservation 

Conference 

    3ÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯ/ÙÌÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕɯ"ÖÕÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯ

will take place June 2nd through 5th 

in Newton.  The conference schedule 

is presented on page 5.  Go to the 

Kansas Historical Society website 

(www.kshs.org) for full details.  

   Local architect Bruce McMillan will 

provide M/RCPA members with a 

walking tour of historic downtown 

Junction City.  The tour will take 

place on Saturday, May 22nd, starting 

at 8:30 a.m. outside the Bartell House, 

Sixth and Washington, and finishing 

at the Geary County Historical Mu-

seum, Fifth and Adams, where light 

refreshments will be served. 

Tour Downtown  

Junction City  

Old is the  

New Green 
   The National Trust for Historic Pres-

ÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕɯÏÈÚɯÊÏÖÚÌÕɯɁ.ÓËɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ-ÌÞɯ

&ÙÌÌÕɂɯÈÚɯÐÛÚɯÛÏÌÔÌɯÍÖÙɯƖƔƕƔɀÚɯ×ÙÌÚÌÙɪ

vation month.  

   ,ÈÕÏÈÛÛÈÕɀÚɯ ÊÐÛàɯ ÊÖÔÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɯ

marked preservation month with a 

proclamation read by the mayor on 

May 4th.  The proclamation was re-

ÊÌÐÝÌËɯÉàɯ/ÈÛɯ.ɀ!ÙÐÌÕɯÖÕɯÉÌÏÈÓÍɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

Manhattan/Riley County Preservation 

Alliance and Ray Weisenburger on 

ÉÌÏÈÓÍɯ ÖÍɯ ,ÈÕÏÈÛÛÈÕɀÚɯ 'ÐÚÛÖÙÐÊɯ 1Ìɪ

sources Board. 

   We thank the SHPO and the KPA 

for funding this research and the Kan-

sas Legislature and Governor Parkin-

son for reconsidering the rehabilita-

tion tax credit program.  
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Charles Burroughs family.  

     Jenny worked to compile all the 

information that was available about 

the Burroughs family.  In addition to 

visiting the Riley County Register of  

Deeds office, she read Isaac Good-

ÕÖÞɀÚɯ ËÐÈÙàɯ ÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ &ÖÖËÕÖÞÚɯ

resided within a mile of the house.  

   The problem was that pieces of in-

ÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÚÌÌÔɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈËËÐÕÎɯ

up.  According to the Goodnow diary, 

the Burroughs House was finished in 

1867.  Why, then, would the date 

stone read 1869? 

   6ÏÌÕɯ /ÈÛɯ.ɀ!ÙÐÌÕɯÞÈÚɯÕÖÛÐÍÐÌËɯÖÍɯ

the problem, she immediately teamed 

up with Jenny to revisit the question 

of the origins of the 1869 house. 

   Jenny and Pat examined the land 

records in detail.  Pat re-read the 1869 

newspapers (available on microfilm at 

the Manhattan Public Library).  Pat 

then thought of comparing the his-

toric map of the Blue Mont town site 

with a 1969 aerial photograph of the 

same location.  Using the aerial photo, 

ÚÏÌɯ ÔÌÈÚÜÙÌËɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÏÖÜÚÌɀÚɯ ËÐÚÛÈÕÊÌɯ

from  the intersection of College Ave-

nue and Claflin Road on both docu-

ments  to see if she could determine 

which of the houses drawn on the 

town site map was 2621  Claflin. 

   One of the houses drawn on the 

map was located in the middle of a 

Blue Mont town site street.  A nota-

tion on the historic map indicates that 

the Blue Mont town site was vacated 

in 1869.  She did not know, however, 

exactly when in 1869 the vacation 

took place. 

   Pat drove to the Kansas Historical 

Society in Topeka to research the is-

sue.  She found that the state legisla-

ture had  vacated the Blue Mont town 

site on March 2nd of 1869 which left 

plenty of time in the year to complete 

a house where a street had once been 

planned. 

   Putting all the pieces together, It 

became clear that the house that once 

stood at 2621 Claflin was not the 

Burroughs House.   

   It now appears that the exact details 

ÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÜÚÌɀÚɯÖÙÐÎÐÕɯÔÈàɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÉÌɯ

known.  Turn to pages 3 & 4 for more 

information.  

In Search of the 

True Origins of  

2621 Claflin Road 

   In 2007 the historic house at 2621 

Claflin Road was demolished in order 

to make way for an expansion of the 

Manhattan Medical Center.  The ad-

dress of the newest medical center 

building will be 1133 College Avenue, 

Bldg. G. 

   Among the pieces of the building 

that were salvaged was the 1869 date 

stone which had served as the lintel 

above the front door. 

   The Medical Center retained Jenny 

Aggson, a young mother of school-

aged children, to gather information 

about the origins of the house in 

preparation for a display of the date 

stone along with a plaque to memori-

alize the historic house.  The display 

will be a  feature of the lobby in Bldg. 

G. 

   Jenny, using time between elemen-

tary school drop -off and pick -up,  

visited the Riley County Historical 

,ÜÚÌÜÔɀÚɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÓÐÉÙÈÙàȭɯɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÚÏÌɯ

ÓÖÖÒÌËɯÈÛɯ/ÈÛɯ.ɀ!ÙÐÌÕɀÚɯÉÖÖÒȮɯArchi-

tects and Buildings of Manhattan, Kan-

sas.  According to the book the house 

in question was likely built for the 

Photo courtesy of Kathy McKeeman Davis 

2621 Claflin Road in the 1940õs 
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Block 35 

side of Claflin Road just west of the 

west property line of the present -day 

KSU Forestry Facility which is sited 

on the north side of Claflin Road.  By 

combining data from the original Blue 

Mont Town plat and a relatively mod-

ern aerial photo, the house appears to 

have been placed in Block 38 in the 

old Blue Mont Town site, at the front 

(north end) of either lot 4, 5 or 6.   

   3ÏÌɯÊÖÙÌɯÖÍɯ*ȭ2ȭ ȭ"ȭɀÚɯÓÈÕËȮɯƜƔɯÈÊÙÌÚȮɯ

was situated in the north half of the 

SW 1/4 of Sec. 12, T.10N. R7E (north 

of present-day Claflin Road).  The 

south half of the quarter section, 80 
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the original town site reverted to agri-

culture.  It was on this landscape that  

the house later identified as 2621 

Claflin Road was constructed. 

   While it is sometimes difficult to 

discover when a house was built, oc-

casionally it is dated for us.  This is 

the case of the stone house at 2621 

Claflin.  Centered above the original 

front door was a stone lintel carved  

with the date "1869".  Originally it 

was thought this house belonged to 

Charles T. Burroughs, but new infor-

mation reveals this is not the case. 

   The house was erected on the south 

   On December 14, 1857, a rough sur-

vey for the Blue Mont town site was 

made, and three days later a preempt 

claim was made in the Land Office 

under the name of the Blue Mont 

Town Company (Parrish 2003:100).  

The area in question was located gen-

erally west of the present day inter-

section of College Avenue and Claflin 

Road. 

   By 1859 a college site of 100 acres 

was clearly established within the 

Town of Blue Mont.  Blue Mont Cen-

tral College opened in 1860, designed 

as the centerpiece of the Blue Mont 

community.  

   On February 3, 1863, the 100 acres, 

including the college building, was 

donated to and accepted by the State 

ÖÍɯ *ÈÕÚÈÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÉÌÊÖÔÌɯ *ÈÕÚÈÚɀɯ +ÈÕËɯ

Grant school, to be known as Kansas 

State Agricultural College (K.S.A.C.).  

Its successor institution, Kansas State 

University, continues to own some of 

the land of the original 100 acres 

given to the State of Kansas. 

   Blue Mont Town had been planned 

in 1857 by the Blue Mont Town Com-

pany (B.T.C.) and was eventually va-

ÊÈÛÌËȭɯɯ.Õɯ,ÈÙÊÏɯƖȮɯƕƜƚƝȮɯÛÏÌɯɁ ÓÓÌàÚȮɯ

2ÛÙÌÌÛÚȮɯ 2ØÜÈÙÌÚɯ ÈÕËɯ /ÈÙÒÚɂɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ

town site were vacated by the Kansas 

Legislature (Laws of Kansas 1869:260, 

Chapter CXXXI).  Local notification of 

this act appeared on page 2, March 6, 

1869, of the Manhattan Standard news-

paper. 

   In 1875 K.S.A.C. was moved east to 

its present location closer to Manhat-

tan.  Over time the original Blue Mont 

college building was used as a library, 

college offices, a dormitory for stu-

dents, and finally housing for farm 

staff.  In 1883 it was torn down. 

   The Blue Mont community never 

really developed.  Much of the land of 

A Brief History Blue Mont:  the College, the Town,  

and two Housesɭ2621 Claflin Road & the Burroughs House 

Éàɯ#Ùȭɯ/ÈÛÙÐÊÐÈɯ)ȭɯ.ɀ!ÙÐÌÕ 

Map of Blue Mont courtesy of the Riley County Historical Society 

 

Block 38 

Lots 4,5,6 

Block 35 

Lots 3,4 

 


