Manhattan/Riley County
Preservation Allilance Newsletter

A Letter from our President,
Pat OO6Bri en

May is National Preservation Month and

May, 2009
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Place Matters.

The Manhattan/Riley County Preservation
Alliance plans to celebrate Preservation
Month with an awards ceremony to be held
on Thursday, May 21st, 7:00 p.m. at Manhat-
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ervation awards committee, Michael Mecseri,
Kathy Dzewaltowski, Debbie Nuss, and
Marina Pecar-Krstic for their hard work in
organizing the event.

We also thank board member Michael
Mecseri for organizing the road trip to Water-
ville on April 18th and for providing the pho-
tos for this newsletter.

We thank Dixie West for serving on Manhat-
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promoted the concept that historic buildings,
including those not currently on the State or
National Register, deserve special considera-
tion and protection.

We thank Jim Sherow and Bonnie Lynn-
Sherow for inviting Alliance members who
joined at the Historical, Preservation, and
Landmark levels to tour their newly restored
house, soon to be a bed and breakfast, at 617
Colorado. Members who toured the house at
the beginning of the restoration process will
delight in the progress made.
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toric Preservation Conference, June 3 6, in
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Architect and nationally recognized author
Sarah Susanka who wrote The Not So Big
House and other books will speak at the con-
ference banquet on Friday, June 5th.
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at www.kshs.org or call 785-368-3728 for more
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PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, historic preservation is an cffective wol for managing
growth, revitalizing neighborhoods, fostering local pride and maintaining
cormmumily characier while enhancing livability: and

WHEREAS, historic preservation is relevant for communitics across
the nation, both urban and rural, and tor Amcricans of all ages, all walks ol
Iife and all ethnie backgrounds; and

WHEREAS, it is important to celebrate the role of history in our
lives and the conuributions made by dedicuted individuals in helping to
preserve the tangible aspects of the heritage that has shaped us as 1 people:
and

WHEREAS, the Manhattan communily conlinues to demonstrate its
commitment to preservation through ongoing historic and archaeological
surveys; the nomination of significant cultural resources o the National
Register of Historic Places; the protection of its traditional neighborhoods;
and the rehabilitation and restoration of historic propertics; and

WIIEREAS, “This Place Mullers” is the theme for National
Preservation Month 2009, co-sponsored by the Manhattan-Riley County
Preservation Alliance, ac., Tlistoric Resources Board, and the National
Trust tor Iistoric Preservation.

NOW, TIIEREIORE, I. Bob Swawnm, Mayor of the City of
Manhattan, Kinsas, do hereby proclaim May 2009, as

National Prescrvation Month

and call upon the people of Manhattan o juin their fellow citizens
across the United States in recognizing and participating in this special
obscrvance.

IN WITNESS WHFERFEOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused
the seal ol the City of Manhattan, Kansas, Lo be uffixed this 5th day of May,
2009,
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Bob Strawn, Mayor

information.
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THE BENEFITS OF MEMBERS
20081 2009

$15 STUDENT
Newsletter
Education seminars

$35 MAINTENANCE
All of the above benefits

$100 HISTORICAL
All of the above benefits plus
Invitation to special events

$250 PRESERVATION
All of the above benefits plus
Invitation (for 2 people) to
Frank Lloyd Wright presentation
and reception, November 7th, at th
Historic Grimes House

$500 LANDMARK
($450 taxdeductible)
All of the above benefits plus
An autographed copy of
The Architects & Buildings of
Manhattan, Kansas

By Dr . Patric

Contact us at info@preservemanhattan.or
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Rental Inspection Update

board of di

Manhattan Building Official Brad
Claussen met with the Manhattan/
Riley County Preservation Alliance
board of directors at their monthly
meeting on April 9th to give an over-
view of the rental inspection issue.

Over the years the topic of institut-
ing a mandatory rental inspection
program has come up repeatedly but
without result. Recent discussions
have come closer to setting up a pro-
gram than ever before.

The Alliance board of directors is on
record as supporting a Manhattan
rental inspection program but has
concerns about the possible impact on
historic structures. Mr. Claussen ad-
dressed those issues.

Special rules already apply to build-
ings on the National Register of His-
toric Places and the Register of His-
toric Kansas Places. Mr. Claussen
state that histaric, structures not on a
reg|ster are Qrea% treateol1 with sen-
sitivity by his staff.

When it is necessary to retrofit an
historic structure with a modern fire

Brad Claussen meeting with members of the Preservation Alliance
rector s,

April 9, 200
safety improvement, every effort will
be made to do so in an appropriate
way. However, Mr. Claussen empha-
sized that life safety issues might
occasionally trump historic considera-
tions.

One option currently available
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Housing Appeals Board

The concept of providing informa-
tion for renters appears to have strong
support from across the spectrum of
opinions on rental inspection. Re-
sources currently available include
landlord and tenant information
available from the Human Resources
Department on the City of Manhat-
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tion (SGA) offers assistance. Saman-
tha McGill is the SGA contact person.
Mr. Claussen also stated that the City
has the option of providing informa-
tion for tenants and landlords in a
water bill insert. Specific informa-
tion is always available by calling
Code Services at 78587-4506.
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Bala Pioneer Heritage Society News

Spring 2009

This information is reprinted, with permission, from a mailer sent by the Bala Pioneer Heritage Society.
The town of Bala was located at the western edge of Riley County, near the border with Clay County.

The closing service for the Bala
Presbyterian Church was held Sep-
tember 12, 1999, and shortly thereaf-
ter the Bala Pioneer Heritage Society
was formed. In February of 2000 the
Society purchased the church and
surrounding lots from the Presbytery
for a nominal fee and began having
programs in the building.

This worked well. There were a
variety of programs generating inter-
est in preserving the recent history of
the Bala area before the fort expan-
sion as well as honoring the pioneers
who sacrificed so much to break the
land and establish families.

The core group of volunteers has
met and agreed to work harder in
generating enthusiasm for our cause
of keeping the memory of Bala alive.
The group will again plan on three or
four programs a year with an empha-
sis on historical information. There is
always a good response to the blue
grass music we sponsor.

Last fall it was discovered that one

of the basement walls was becoming
very weak and unsafe for a group to
be in the church. The situation is
grave. It is very expensive to restore
the wall. Even if that was done, there
would be repairs to the roof, re -siding
the building, and replacing the win-
dows. That is too much for four
meetings a year. The church was a
focal point of the community and it
would be wonderful if we could save
it and generate continuing interest in
the community. With limited re-
sources of time and money, the board
of the Bala Pioneer Heritage Society
feels the effort of preserving the
memory of Bala is the chief goal. We
need to abandon the building and
will sell it at auction or by private
treaty. The pulpit chairs, communion
table, and altar furnishings will go to
Fairview Church. Other contents will
be sold at auction. We will continue
to meet and have programs. Our last
gathering was at Fairview Church.
Leonardville and Riley also have

meeting places.

There is money in the treasury to
pay insurance on the church to mid-
July. Plans will need to be made be-
fore that time. This letter is to let our
members and friends know the situa-
tion. We value your continued sup-
port and comments. Dues and gifts
are welcome and we will use them
wisely.

If you would like to visit with board
members, please contact Phil and
Myrna Parry at 785-4852463; Richard
Williams at 785-7623335; George and
Jan Woodyard at 7854852597; Jane
Roth at 785944-3380; Jeff and Lenice
Frey at 785485-2246; or Richard Renz
at 7854852474,

Bala Pioneer Heritage Society dues
are $10 for an individual and $15 for a
family. Two books are available for
sale, Bala Heritage and Era of the
One Room School. Each book costs
$12.00. Dues and book orders may be
sent to Richard Renz, 11340 Home-
stead Road, Riley, Kansas 66531.

You are invited to the
2009 Preservation Awards Ceremony
Thursday, May 21st, 7:00 p.m.
EOw, EOI EUUEOz Uw4 ODPOO W/

Refreshments to follow.
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A Memorable
Visit to
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Weaver Hotel
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Weaver Hotel photos courtesy of Michael Mecseri

Preservation Alliance board mem- miere historic resources. were on the job on a sunny Saturday
ber Michael Mecseri arranged a very LueAnn Roepke greeted the group morning, the building was filled with
Uxl EPEOQw UOUUW O w 6 BEnd bed/&¥dea®tOur guldeuthBoudh ¥hé Uindustrious volunteers applying el-
Hotel for April 18th. The general public rooms, catering kitchen, food bow grease to the massive task of pre-
xUEOPEzUwi PUUOw T O fplep dida,land bthar Sdrvicawareds Gel-1 garihgufour floors for an official grand
took place on Saturday, April 25t%, at essary for a functioning hotel. Two opening (May 231) and for the Victo-
rian Days high tea (April 25"). The
quiet streets of Waterville were
sharply contrasted by the buzz of ac-
tivity within. It was a tremendous act
of generosity for the Waterville Pres-
ervation Society to provide a behind -
the-scenes tour for our group when
such important deadlines were loom-
ing.

The restoration of the Weaver Hotel,
now on the National Register of His-
toric Places, has been one of those
U001 EOEawUl EOOawoOUT 1T
jects for a long time. The timing was
right several years ago when twenty-
six couples each donated $2,000 and
formed the Waterville Preservation
Society to begin the Weaver Hotel
restoration project. A local donor
provided additional, substantial fund-
ing and there were two successful
grant applications, one tapping fed-
6 EUI UY b ®Odngubl wvittgiian  party rooms will be available for rent  eral highway dollars set aside for his-
Days when high tea was served in the and a visitor center/gift shop is near toric railroad -related projects, similar
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Nine Preservation Alliance mem- most already sponsored by financial ~Union Pacific depot.
bers took advantage of the opportu- gifts from people with a Waterville The Weaver Hotel was built in 1905
nity to see the Waterville commu- connection, were being prepared for and was located directly across the
OPUazUwl RUUEOUEDOEUAWWUBUU OO OwWOwbD OP D stikat from the railroad tracks along
Ol OUwPbOwWOO! woi w, EUUIh Adiba "tdthed daitgnenuwho | 1East Front Street. Its front parlor pro-
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vided travelers on the Central Branch joked that the exterior fire escape that cutting, speeches, a champagne toast,
Union Pacific Railroad with a place to  serves the guest lodging floors is and tours.

wait for the train. Known as the xUOQOEEEOaOw? UUUUE awliMeAdlial Day Wedkend boids a3k w
2/ UPET w Ol w UOT 1T w "1 QUUEGEDGDDHOIOE wpd DT Ui dausignificaredfar Matyrall® &slitzsU w
61 EYI Uw " 001 OzUw EPDOHOPWITWHEW @B 0D OO 6 alumni weekend for all students of
vided meals and its guest rooms pro- A four floor elevator has been Waterville High School (which has
vided lodging for railroad travelers, added, making every public area and been closed for decades), regardless
construction workers on the line fur-
ther to the west, and train crews.

Entertainment was readily available
at the opera house, right across from
the Weaver on Kansas Street. Per-
formers at the opera house arrived by
train and stayed at the Weaver as did
the traveling salesmen known as
PEUUOO01 UU2 wbi OwUIT U
displays in the hotel.

The restored Weaver Hotel will pro-
vide an experience that is historic but
with modern comforts. Each guest
room has a private bath, high-speed
Internet wireless broadband service,
cable TV, and central heating and air
conditioning.

Rooms will be furnished with con-
ventional hotel beds set against an-
tique headboards. Additional historic
furniture pieces will make each room
unique. Reproduction lighting fix-
tures have been installed throughout guest room handicapped accessible. of their year of graduation. Needless
the hotel. Room for a modern dumbwaiter be- to say, the Weaver Hotel is fully

2001 w O w UT 1T w x U O Ntivdewthe(faod BrepEddr® dnGHe lowr w booked for its grand opening week-
came from the need to please the State est level and the catering kitchen on end.

Historic Preservation Office and the the main level has been provided, Fundraising continues for the hotel
need to comply with fire safety codes. should the budget eventually allow project. The building that shares a

For instance, transom windows were for one. party wall with the Weaver is also
allowed to remain in place, preserv- The Manhattan firm of Bruce owned by the Waterville Preservation
PDOT wUT T wi 601 Oz Uw i BNtMilab BIE Aréhile@UnasE duitled O usBdigty.wA back wall suffered a col-
they were made inoperable. The re- the restoration process. lapse, causing the building to be gut-

tention of the historic transoms was 31 1T w61l EYI Uw' OUI Oz tedadltHilgdtheurddifdcddl®as baen
made possible because the building is event will take place Memorial Day saved and stabilized. It is possible
equipped with a modern sprinkler  weekend on Saturday, May 23, 2009, that this building might sometime

system throughout. LueAnn Roepke at 12:00 noon. There will be a ribbon serve as living quarters for the

The Waterville Preservation Society
is to be commended for taking on this
project. All of Marshall County can
UEOI w xUPET wBOw 6 EUI U\
ment. More information is available
at www.weaverhotel.com . The Wa-
terville Preservation Society can be
reached by emailing Sandy Harding
at weaverhotel@yahoo.com



http://www.weaverhotel.com/
mailto:weaverhotel@yahoo.com

