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   It is truly a pleasure to report that Riley County has been 

designated a Preserve America community.  

   The Preserve America program is a White House initiative 

ÛÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÓÈÜÕÊÏÌËɯÖÕɯ,ÈÙÊÏɯƗȮɯƖƔƔƗȮɯËÌÚÐÎÕÌËɯɁÛÖɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯ

the preservation and enjoyment of our historic, cultural, and 

ÕÈÛÜÙÈÓɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚȭɂɯɯ%ÖÙÔÌÙɯ%ÐÙÚÛɯ+ÈËàɯ+ÈÜÙÈɯ!ÜÚÏɯÚÌÙÝÌËɯÈÚɯ

Honorary Chair.  The program continues under the current 

presidential administration.  

   The Preserve America program will publicize Riley County 

as a community that cherishes its heritage and understands 

the close relationship between historic preservation and    

economic development. 

  As a Preserve America community, Riley County is now 

eligible to participate in the Preserve America competitive 

grant program administered by the Department of the Inte-

ÙÐÖÙɀÚɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ/ÈÙÒɯ2ÌÙÝÐÊÌɯÐÕɯ×ÈÙÛÕÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ ËÝÐÚÖÙàɯ

Council on Historic Preservation.  

   More information is available at the official website, 

www.preserveamerica.gov.  

   More good news:  the First Congregational Church, 700 

Poyntz Avenue in Manhattan, has been listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places as of November 13, 2008.  More 

ÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÚɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ*ÈÕÚÈÚɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓɯ2ÖÊÐÌÛàɀÚɯ

website, http://www.kshs.org/resource/shpohome.htm.  

National Main Streets Conference 
   3ÏÌɯƖƔƔƝɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ,ÈÐÕɯ2ÛÙÌÌÛÚɯ"ÖÕÍÌÙÌÕÊÌȮɯɁ!ÌÊÖÔÐÕÎɯ,ÈÐÕɯ2ÛÙÌÌÛɯƖȭƔɂɯÞÐÓÓɯÛÈÒÌɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯ,ÈÙÊÏɯƕÚÛɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯƘÛÏɯÐÕɯ"ÏÐÊÈÎÖȭɯɯ

The co-hosts are Illinois Main Street and the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  

   The conference will showcase the tools that Main Street programsɭwhether small towns, suburban communities, large 

and midsize cities, or urban neighborhood business districtsɭ can use to build vibrant commercial districts.  

   Conference educational sessions fall into several distinct categories:  organization, economic restructuring, promotion, de-

sign, and becoming Main Street 2.0 

   The conference will include receptions, exhibits, tutorials, workshops, an awards luncheon, numerous educational tours, 

ÈÕËɯÌÝÌÕɯÈɯɁ,ÈÐÕɯ2ÛÙÌÌÛɯ!ÈÚÏɂɯÐÕɯÈÕɯÈËÈ×ÛÐÝÌɯÜÚÌɯÌÝÌÕÛɯÚ×ÈÊÌȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÊÖÕÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÏÖÛÌÓɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÔÖÜÚɯÈÕËɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊɯ/ÈÓÔÌÙɯ

House Hilton which has recently undergone a $150 million restoration.  

   This conference offers an opportunity for local decision -makers, elected and otherwise, to enhance their understanding of 

how historic preservation and economic development work hand in hand to the benefit of us all.  

   More information is available at www.mainstreet.org/conference.  
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Strasser Saga 
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   These photographs show the proximity of the west wall of 

the Hy -Vee grocery store, now under construction, to the 

historic Strasser House. 

   The house was saved as partial mitigation of the loss of six 

ÖÛÏÌÙɯ ÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊɯ ÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎÚɯ ÐÕɯ ,ÈÕÏÈÛÛÈÕɀÚɯ ÕÖÙÛÏɯ ËÖÞÕÛÖÞÕɯ

redevelopment area.  The community expected that the de-

veloper would find new owners for the six other historic 

buildings and that they would be moved to new locations.  

All six were instead demolished.  

   The City signed a Memorandum of Agreement with the 

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to refrain from 

issuing a permit to move or demolish the Strasser House 

and to encourage the developer owner to nominate the 

house to the National Register of Historic Places. 

   After signing the agreement the City reversed course and 

advocated moving the house which would eliminate its Reg-

ÐÚÛÌÙɯÌÓÐÎÐÉÐÓÐÛàȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÌÙɀÚɯÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÈÛÐÝÌɯÏÈ××ÐÓàɯÈÕɪ

nounced that if the house fell apart in the move the devel-

oper would not have to pay the movers.  Public uproar 

caused the developer to scrap the plan and to start over. 

   While the SHPO was properly informed of the original 

development plan as provided by law, the City chose not 

inform the SHPO that the redevelopment plan had changed.  

   The SHPO did eventually review the plan in accordance 

with Stipulation II of the Memorandum of Agreement be-

tween the City and the SHPO.  In a letter to the City of Man-

hattan dated May 21, 2008, the SHPO stated that the staff 

had completed its review of the amended PUD for the north 

redevelopment area.  

   The SHPO determined that a proposed eight foot screen-

ÐÕÎɯÞÈÓÓɯÑÜÚÛɯÍÖÜÙɯÍÌÌÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÜÚÌɀÚɯÌÈÚÛɯÌÓÌÝÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÓÓÖÞÚɯ

ɁÐÕÚÜÍÍÐÊÐÌÕÛɯÎÙÖÜÕËɯÚ×ÈÊÌɂɯÍÖÙɯÙÌÎÜÓÈÙɯÔÈÐÕÛÌÕÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

house such as mortar re-pointing and painting of the wood 

trim.  

   ,ÈÕÏÈÛÛÈÕɀÚɯáÖÕÐÕÎɯÓÈÞɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÈÙÌÈɯÐÕɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÛÏÌɯ2ÛÙÈÚÚÌÙɯ

House is located shows that each house was typically placed 

a distance of eight feet from its roof eave to the property 

line. 

   #ÌÚ×ÐÛÌɯÛÏÌɯ2'/.ɀÚɯÍÐÕËÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖ×ÖÚÌËɯÞÈÓÓɯÐÚɯÛÖÖɯ

close, the developer insists that the plan can not be changed. 

   The house has been determined to be structurally sound 

but in need of repair.  It currently lacks utility service.  Rede-

velopment plans do not provide adequate parking to sup-

port a new use for the building.  Starving a house of re-

ÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɯÐÚɯÈɯÚÏÈÔÌÍÜÓɯÚÛÙÈÛÌÎàɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÈÚɯɁËÌÔÖÓÐÛÐÖÕɯÉàɯÕÌɪ

ÎÓÌÊÛȭɂ 

   3ÏÐÚɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÑÜÚÛɯɁÖÓËȮɂɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊȭɯɯ(ÛÚɯ×ÖÛÌÕÛÐÈÓɯÍÖÙɯ

adaptive use needs to be seriously explored.  Its nomination 

to the National Register of Historic Places should go for-

ward.  

January 7, 2009 

February 1, 2009 
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Dismissal of Appeal and Cross -Appeals 
   Manhattan Citizens for Sustainable Downtown Redevelopment, Inc. (MCSDR), 

along with its co -plaintiffs (including the Manhattan/Riley County Preservation 

Alliance, Inc.), and The City of Manhattan and Dial -Manhattan, LLC, mutually 

agreed to dismiss their appeal and respective cross-appeals concerning the north 

end redevelopment project.  The plaintiffs and the defendants agree to dismiss all 

claims with the understanding that agreeing to settle should not be construed as 

ÈÕɯÈËÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÓÐÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÖÙɯÍÈÜÓÛȮɯÕÖÙɯËÖÌÚɯÐÛɯÔÌÈÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÕàɯ×ÈÙÛÐÌÚɀɯÊÓÈÐÔÚɯÞÌÙÌɯ

without merit.  

    ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ,ÈÙÖÓàÕɯ"ÈÓËÞÌÓÓȮɯ,ÈÕÈÎÐÕÎɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌÙɯÈÕËɯ"ÏÈÐÙɯÖÍɯ,"2#1ȭȮɯɁ.ÜÙɯ

primary goal when we filed the original lawsuit was to overturn the commis-

ÚÐÖÕɀÚɯÈ××ÙÖÝÈÓɯÖÍɯ'à-5ÌÌɀÚɯÙÌØÜÌÚÛɯÍÖÙɯÈÕɯÈËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯƕƔȮƔƔƔɯÚØÜÈÙÌɯÍÌÌÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ

store, thereby jeopardizing the Strasser House and marginalizing the housing as-

pect in that section of the redevelopment.  The appeal was moving forward to the 

Supreme Court when construction commenced on the Hy -Vee building.  We 

thought it unlikely that the Supreme Court would order the building to be torn 

down even if it ruled in our favor  Therefore, we no longer felt it was in Manhat-

ÛÈÕɀÚɯÉÌÚÛɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÞÚÜÐÛȭɂ 

    ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ"ÐÛàɯ,ÈÕÈÎÌÙɯ1ÖÕɯ%ÌÏÙȮɯɁÛÏÌɯ"ÐÛàɯÖÍɯ,ÈÕÏÈÛÛÈÕɯÊÌÙÛÈÐÕÓàɯÜÕËÌÙɪ

stands that this has been a controversial and complex redevelopment project and 

ÞÌɯÈ××ÙÌÊÐÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯ/ÓÈÐÕÛÐÍÍÚɀɯÞÐÓÓÐÕÎÕÌÚÚɯÛÖɯÔÖÝÌɯÍÖÙÞÈÙËɯÈÕËɯÉÌÎÐÕɯÈɯÕÌÞɯÊÏÈ×ɪ

ter in the overall process.  I am optimistic that we can find some common ground 

to rally behind such as the preservation and reuse of the Strasser House located at 

ƗƖƚɯ+ÈÙÈÔÐÌɯ2ÛÙÌÌÛȭɂ 

   3ÏÌɯ  ÓÓÐÈÕÊÌɀÚɯ ÞÐÕÛÌÙɯ ÏÖÓÐËÈàɯ

potluck provided another oppor-

tunity for the local preservation 

community to discuss issues in 

an informal setting.  

   Attendees of all ages enjoyed 

the food, conversation, and 

chance to explore a unique and 

historic residence. 

  3ÏÈÕÒÚɯ ÎÖɯ ÛÖɯ /ÈÛɯ .ɀ!ÙÐÌÕɯ ÍÖÙɯ

hosting the event! 

 
 

THE BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 

2008ñ2009 
 

$15 STUDENT 

Newsletter 

Education seminars 
 

$35 MAINTENANCE 

All of the above benefits 
 

$100 HISTORICAL 

All of the above benefits plus 

Invitation to special events 
 

$250 PRESERVATION 

All of the above benefits plus 

Invitation (for 2 people) to 

Frank Lloyd Wright presentation 

and reception, November 7th, at the 

Historic Grimes House 
 

$500 LANDMARK 

($450 tax-deductible) 

All of the above benefits plus 

An autographed copy of 

The Architects & Buildings of 

Manhattan, Kansas 

By Dr. Patricia J. OõBrien 

The Changing Face of Aggieville 

   Blake Gumprecht will deliver a public lecture based on his book, The American 

College Town,  on Saturday, March 28th, at 1:30 p.m. in the auditorium of the 

Manhattan Public Library.   

   The presence in college towns of unusual densities of young people and highly-

educated adults has stimulated the development of shopping areas that are full of 

bars, bookstores, coffee houses, ethnic restaurants, and other businesses that cater 

to those populations.  The author, a geographer at the University of New Hamp-

ÚÏÐÙÌȮɯÌßÈÔÐÕÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÌÝÖÓÜÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ,ÈÕÏÈÛÛÈÕɀÚɯ ÎÎÐÌÝÐÓÓÌɯËÐÚÛÙÐÊÛɯÛÖɯËÌÔÖÕÚÛÙÈÛÌɯ

how college town business areas have come to exhibit their distinctive character-

istics and to show how they have changed over time.  The lecture will be followed 

by a reception and book-signing. 


